Duty to third parties: a new worry for doctors.
The Hawaii Supreme Court ruled on June 10, 2002, that physicians might be liable to non-patient third parties if they fail to warn their patients regarding a medication's adverse effect on driving. Conceivably, this liability may also extend to physicians who fail to inform their patients and/or the Department of Motor Vehicles of medical conditions that affect operating a vehicle safely. Physicians must be cognizant of every medication's impact on driving ability, inform their patients of these adverse effects, and should consider asking their patients to stop driving if the risks are substantial.